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The State of Minnesota is distinguishing
herself by applications to Congress for appropriationsand grants of liod for ber benelit.The Lynohburg Virginian eayn."The
fivor which Minnesota has asked (or, atone
dasb, would chequer the whole State with
Railroads.make all their rivers, creeks and
epring branches navigable up to their very
sources.erect all their publio buildings.
overrun the State Treasury with Cash, and
put a plenty of pocket money into the hands
of every Wbiteman and Indian in the State!
Citizens of poor old Virginia, that pay

perhaps, indirectly, four millions of dollars to
the Federal Government annually, presented
a modest claim, two years ago, for a few
acres of poblio lands to help to build hor
Loudoun and Hampshire Railroad.but it was
scouted out of Congress without the slightest
ceremony. Here is Minnesota, however,
wbieh does not pay over half a million.if

¥t\ tha Varlara 1 fl or1%mAftt~t huf.
DU UiMUU VU IUO A VUVI ai \AV(v»uuuvw% «w.«.

asks for twenty-one different favors at one

time, and what is worse than ail.is very apt
to get them. The great Democratic doctrine
of State Rights and Strict Construction is
very strictly enforoed as to Virginia and the
older States.bat is in no wise applicable
when applied to the North-Western States..
We live in a great country."
The Lynchbnrg Virginian has an article

on "our next legislature.who shall composo
it.and in what viow selected".in which it
discusses the Internal Iui'rovements of the
State, contending that webavo no system, no

fixed policy, in regard to them, and that
eomo determined system is necessary. It
then argues that Virginia has it in her power

to "inaugurate" a plan similar to that adoptedin New York, an opportunity to establish"a central line, which shall by cheap
transportation bring all her resources, mineral

manufacturing and agricultural to the
name thorough development that has enrichedNew York, and which shall not only controliicr own trade, but that of the greater
portion of the great West and interior, and
by gutheriog it at a common point on our

sea coast, build up within her borders a commercialemporium that sLall give to us that
commercial and financial imp: r;anco and
independence, that has so long teen talked
of, but which is yet so barren of results."
Norfolk, is, of course, the point contemplated,
and the line of oheap transportation reocin-
marvlnd in the Great Water Line connecting
the waters of the James ami Ohio rivers.

The Richmond Whig, contains a most

able review of Mr. Seward's Rochester
speech, written, tbe Whig says, by "a distinguishedVirginia Whig, conservative in
all bis feelings and opinions, end posscsting
the unlimited confidence of men of all parties
throughout the State. Though retired from
active participation in public affairs, ho has
been an incumbent of some cf the highest
offices in the Commonwealth, tho dutios of
which he discharged with the intelligence of
a far-seeing statesman, and with the fidelity
of a sincere and disinterested patriot. This
writer exposes the fallacies of Seward's argumentsand positions, and their mischievous

and unconstitutional tendencies.and indulgesin tho hope that the number of people
at tbo North who cdopt Soward's principlesand aro disposed to intervono actively
and bostilely to the system and in»titutions
of tho South, aro a meagre niin.rity, and
constantly diminishing with the progress of
discussion; and ho appeals to tbe moderatemen of theoountry opposed to the presentadministration to lot tbe great bnttlo of
1800 be fought as of yore, between tho embattledforces of Conservatism and Democracy.Find, says be, but a common natr.e tor

those who, on tbe sectional question, are for
maintaining tbe Constitutim and recogniz-
ing the equal rights of tbo JNortn ana o »u;u

.States and People.nod who agree in a

common belief of the evils that have already
come of Democratic rule, and Dean critic
policy, and of the yot heavier harvest of them
that threaten the country from their continuedascendancy.embody these opinions in
a suitablo .Representative.and the work is

accomplished. The common naroo we hope
will be Wmu, and the suitablo representativea Whig.
Tbe adjournment of Congress, until the

4th of January, is approved by some.condemnedby others. Tbe Washington correspondentof tbe Baltimore Amerioan says:.
"This recess Deed not interfere with practical

legislation at all, if tho committees apply
themselves properly, for they have quite

enough to do in shaping the preliminaries of

business, without aitoudiog the daily sittings."This is all very well in theory.but
the committees aro not going to "apply
themselves" during the recess, aod will have

their holiday too. The adjournment is a

"dead break" in legislative business..
Whether the publio in reality loses any

thing, by tbe suspension of Congressional
proceedings, is another matter.

The liiohmond Whig continues to publish
letters from citiaecs of different parts of the

State, earnestly recommending and approving
tbe determination to run Whig candidatesin opposition to the Democratic Stnto

tiokot. Tbe animated and stirring appeals
made to the Opposition in Virginia, to organize,and give an efficient support to tho

Whig candidates to be nominated for tbo

approacbingGobernatoriul canvass, wo have

no doubt will be warmly responded to,

throughout tbe state. There seems to bo

something of tbe old spirit rcvivingia various
quarters.

The Unioo calls tbe proposition referring
the appointment of Governor?, Judge?, and i

other territorial tffioee, to the peoplo of tho

Territories, at the polls, the 1 ne plu9 ul- j
Ira of the theory of squatter rovere-guty."

Col. Wm. Harding, of Northumberland !
County, Va., baa contributed $100 to the j

fund for the purchase of Mount Vernon.
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Prussia, says the Baltimore Exchange,

has once ogain become the hope of German;.
"The transfer of sovereign authority to
Prince Frederick as Regent of the Kingdom,
his formal recognition of the Constitution of
184'J, and his appointment of a Liberal Cabinet,have revived those fanciful dreams of
Gorman unity, vrbicb, lot a few years back,
wore so rudely dispelled by Austrian despot-
otftj, QUU \jy IUU IC-dViil KJlMhiy uivanuiwo iu

which Frederick William, of Prussia, bad
lent his sanction. The dismissal of the ManteuffelMinistry, and tho separation of the
Princo Regent from the Camarilla that surroundedhis well meaning, but pusillanimous
brother, have relieved the anxiety of the PrussianLiberals with respeot to bis future policy,and all that he has thus far done, has
been acoompliehed with a manly directness
which justifies the confidence that is reposed
in him."
The "League of tho Uoited Southerners of

the city and county of Montgomery, Alabama,
have issued a Manifesto, to the effect that the
rights and wrongs of the South can no longer
be trusted in tho hands of any of the great
political parties of the day.that it is dangerouson the part of the South to await the
election of an anti-slavery President; aod
that accordingly, "tho great and leading objectof the Leage of United Southerners is to
induce the South, if possible, to make a

stand, and, under no circumstances, to yield
another hairbreadth of ber just constitutional
rights." Finally, with the election of an aDtislaveryPresidential candidate, the "League"
declare that "we, at least, are willing to embarkour fortunes on the opeu sea of disunion."
The Fredericksburg News has a letter

from Powers tbo sculptor, dated at Floreoco
N >v. 22, in which he says that the Statue of
Washington is now far advanced in a very
fine piece of marble, and he hopes to have it
finished within throe or four months. The
News says:."This will be vory gratifying
intelligence to tho Masonic Fraternity of
Virginia, and of the Union, who bavo subscribedto tbo work. It is modelled after the
statue of Washington, executed by Powers,
for the State of Louisiana, and is of course

adorned with the "regalia" copied from fao
similiee of those worn by Washington when
master cf a Lodge in Alexandria. It was

ordered by Fred<ricksburg Lodge No. 4, in
which he was initiate!, &c."

Though too early by a year and more, the
people and tho proas arc discussing the Presidentialquestion. Tho Baltimore Patriot
has tho following: "What then is the course

that should bo pursued in order to ensure

success? The selection, wo think, should be
niado without rogard to geographical position,or past party affiliations. We want the
man, and such a man, whose past history
will furniih a guarantee as to the future;
who has never been involved with extremists,
whose policy have well nigh destroyed the
oeace, and endangered the integrity of tho
UnioD; but ono who will secure the confidence
and suffrages of that controlling body of our

countrymen, whose love of country far transcendstheir attachment to party."
The principal business in the House of

Representatives on Tuesday was the considerationof the bill grauting pensions to the
officers und soldiers of the war of 1812. Aftermuch discussion the House adopted a substituteoffered by Mr. Savage, of Tennessee,
wbicb provides a pension at the rate of $90
a year for a servico not less than sixty days,
or in battle; and aleo provides a pension fur
Bcamen and marines. This substitute was
J -A-Jv_ ioo tr, fil.
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but lbo IIou60 adjourned od Tuesday before
taking a vote on tbc passage of the bill.

A gentleman from Calvert County, Md.,
wa9 lately written to, by a runaway slave of
his. in Canada, to ccme m and bring him

home, as he was tired of his "freedom"
there, lie went on, and as ho and the negroman were returning through J-JImira, N.
Y., a mcb collected, and endeavored forcibly
to take away the negro man. Ho. however,
escaped from bis "very dear friends," and

joining his master, they both proocodcd on

their jiurney to Maryland.
Tho Drcd Scott decision, it is contended by

sour",settles the unconstitutionality of the proposed
protectorate of any Territory outside of

the territory of tbc Ut ited States. The Court
thus states the question: "Tberois certainly

no power given ly the Constitution to the
Federal Government, to establish or maintaincolonies bordering on the United States
or ut a distance, to bo ruled and governed at

its own pleasure, nor to enlarge its territorial
limits in any way exoopt by tbc admission of
new States.

A letter to the British consul at New York
states tbat, although the health and strength
of Florence Nightingalo arc "60 extremely
reduced, she continues to devoto to her great
object.the amelioration both of the sanitary
and sanitary arrangements for the Btitisb
army.more time and exertion tban is consistentwith her recovery."
The booksellers and dealars in periodical

literature are making great displays in Now

York, preparatory to the bolydays. Immense
editions of popular works, in blue and gilr,
have been sold.of tho Waverley Novels but
little sbort of one hundred and fifty thousand
volumes by one hooso. Truly this is a readingas well as a working age.

The Washington States regrets the recent

occurrence of tbo introduction of slaves

from Africa, on tbo coast of Georgia, as of

fecting tbo obaractcr and position of tbe

clave holding community. We believe that

nine icntbs of tbo people of tbe S^uth are

oppotcd to any eucb proceedings.
Tbe Ivicbmond Enquirer notices the on (lit

tbat tbe members of the famous Ootend Conference,intended tbeir report as a confidential
communication, and tbnt the publicity

given to tbe document by the late Administration,was a matter of surprise to some,

if not to all tbe conferees.

Tbo Now York Express enunciates a correct
6entiraent when it says, "the Opposition

must be united to be successful; but we have

no desire to ecc a union, unless it results in

a just respect for tbe constitutional rights of
v |J

every section oi ttie ldiod.

The Laurel, Md., Beacon, published at

Laurel, by Messrs. Parker and Beall, says
that the prrjectof forming a new county out

of portions of Prince Georges, Anne Arundeland Howard, is favorably received.

Edward Everett has purchased Lr a country
seat a farm of fifty five acres in Winchester,
Mass, on which he will erect a dwelling

bouse.
Mr. Jamas Barbour will not be a candidatefor re-election to the House of delegates

tiout C'ulpeper ouuoty
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"Toshoto the very age and body of the Times."

A special despatch in the Boston Ilerald,
dated Washington, December 19, says:.A
movement is to bo made in both branohoa ol
CoDgre6s to authorize the President to send
a Commissioner to negotiate a treaty with
the Liberals in Mexico. The Hon. Caleb
Cashing has been lixed upon for this highly
important mission.

It is interesting to note the recent publii
oatioD of tbe Vatican Coder, a work that hue

long been announced, and which is said to

have occupied tbe attention of tbe Biblical
scholars of Europe and America fur a great
many years. The seal from this celebrated
volume, generally regarded by scholars as

tbe most ancient and authentic copy of the
Greek Scriptures in existence, is thus removed
and it becomes at length the property of the
reading public. This work is published by
oonsent of tbe Papal Government, and itsap:pearance is a marked event in the history oi
Biblical literature and criticism.
Tbero was a heavy fall of snow on Sunday

night at Pongbkcepsio, and Monday morniing tbe ground was covered to tbe depth of
3 inches. Tbe weather on Saturday night
and Sunday morning was very culd, tbe
thermometer standing at S degrees above
zero. Tbe river is frozen over from Albany
to Pougbkeepsie. There was also three
inches of scow in New York, tut it soon

melted, as tbe atmosphere was quito mod-
orate.

Tho sailor Austin, one of tbe parties charged
with firing tho whale ship Cortes, has

tamed a mouse io his cell in the Boston jail.
Tho Journal says tbe little animal occasionallyemerges from tbe pocket of Austin's
jacket while he is in tbe oourt-rocm, takes a

run over his head and shoulders, takes a

look at the court and counsel, and apparentjiy satisfied that all is right, retires to his retreat.
Considerable excitement exists in Kistern

California on account of the reports from tbe
Gila gold mines. A groat many persons wero

flocking to tbe neighborhood of Fort Yuma
from both sides. About two hundred and
fifty are at present encamped near there..
Most of tbe miners are prospecting aiong me
Gila for ooe hundred and fifty miles, and reportsare current that gold is to be found
throughout that extent.
The barque F. K. Kane, which sailed

from Richmond, on tho 12th of October last,
with a cargo of flour, bound for Rio Janeiro,
was lost on tho 28th of November. She experienceda heavy gale for seven days, and
a hurricane for three days, during which
latter it was found necessary to cut away tho
masts. Capt. Hewitt and the crew were takenoff.

It is generally believed the Soutborn prces
are mistaken in announcing tbe death of Col.
Albert Tike. At the last accounts, Colonel
Pike was on a hunting expedition with MajorRector, Indian superintendent of the
United States among the Indian tribes of
western Arkansas.

In tbe Senate of North Carolina on Thursdaylast, a bill to establish a Dew couuty, to

be known as "Clingman," was rejected..
Also a bill to erect a new county out of portionsof Wake, Nash, Franklin and Jobnstoo,
to be called "Dobbin," in honor of the late
Secretory of tbe Navy, was defeated.
The Petersburg papers state that John N.

Parker, for many years occupying a prominentposition in tbo service cf the Richmond
and Petersburg Railroad Company will, in
all probability, ho appointed Superintendent,
to fill tbo vacancy occasioned by the resignationcf F. II. Gill.
On the 14tb iost., Wm. Edwards, a native

of Yirginin, aged about 22 years, whilo returningfrom Peboy Island, in a small sloop,
with a load of oystora for Savannah, Ga.,
was accidentally knocked overboard, near

Wilmington Island, by the main boom, and
drowned.
The Methodists cf StauDtoo have rcoeotly

bought a handsome parsonage, for which

they are to pay $3,000. It will be occupied
by the Rev. Mr. Yeitcb, the presiding cider
of that district, during his term of four

years, and then it will bo dwelt in by their
pastor.

Lieut. Gen. Scott nrrived at Charleston at

three o'clock, on Saturday morning last, and
was met at the wharf by a committee of the

Washington Light Infantry, a volunteer
company of that city, who escorted him to

bis hotel. During the day ha visited Fort
Moultrie.
One of the results from the new movement

in Columbia College, New York, is tho admissionof Ladies to the past collegiate lectures
of the Institution. They attend largely;and evince, on the whole, probably, m .re

real interest in the subjects treated, than tho
male cit:zens of New York.
The Piccolomini fever seems to have

caught tho Rjstonians, The young men aro

paying for the privilege of going on as supernumeraries,so as to be near the prima
donna. Evidently the fools are not all dead
in Boston.

Rev. E. Lyman Magoon, D. D., well-known
in Yirgioia, and for many years recently, a

pastor in New York city, has removed to Albany,
and taken charge of the First Baptist
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The Iloricon Argus says that a prizsdance
oarno off in a ealoou at Beaver Dam, Wis.,
between a white man aDd a mulatto girl..
Tha girl danced seven hours, and the man

eight, winning tho prize.*10.
Some efforts are being made to effect a

schedule of through tickets from Lynchburg
and Petersburg, by way of tho Norfolk Kiilroadand tho Bay Line of steamers, with New
York, and intermediate statious.
A writer in tho Richmond £ quiror.evidently

a Democrat.proposes to run Hon.

Wm. 0. Goode, of Mecklenburg, in oppositionto Mr. Letcher. The Enquirer saysno!
A fellow who had been a widower three

weeks, got in jail at Lancaster, Ohio, and u

fair lady of forty-five summers, procured a

license, went to the jail, and the pair were

married.
Some rather indistinct signals through the

Atlantic telegraph wires have revived the

hopes of parties interested. Tho public at

large will wait for substantial evidences ol

success.
On Thursday last, great land elides occurred
on the Northwestern Virginia branch ol

iL- TJ-.iHw.nrA and Ohio Railroad, in the deep
| IUC iidlll UlVI \* uuw

cut, twelve miles east of Parkersburg.
The Monongalia, Va., Scar notices the

pale last week in tbat county, cf 100 acres nl

I 1and for $3,000; and a mountain fa-m of 100

acres for $500.
Fine oysters are selling at Tappahaccock,

Essex county, Virginia, at twenty-fire cents

per busbel.
IIoo. L. M. Keitt wiii decline a re-eleoliuc

to the House of Representatives, after the
* own |. ended.
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£. G. Henderson it Son, Nurserymen,

London, have written a letter to George C.
Tborborn, Newark, N. J., (son of Grant
Thorburn,) asking to be permitted to present
two rare and lofty trees, of the order of Coniferae,to be planted on the Mount Vernon
estate, in honor of one "whose patriotism
was greater than tbe continent which gave
bicn birth, whose virtues are his most endur
ing monuments, and whose naroo will stand
coeval with the records of tiros."
A letter from Commander Walker, of the

United States navy, is published in opposiition to the recommendation to convert all our
vessels of war into war 6teamers, by the
adaptation of the propeller. The Commandersays that the suggested alterations arc,
in an economical sense, more applicable to
tbe navies of Fngland and France, than to our
own, because tbey have a largor number of
sailiog vessels of war, and have a greater
difficulty of procuring ship timber.
New York is certainly a great city. Tbey

have now a "dog boarding-house," and one is
advertised at tbe corner of Broadway and
Fifry filth stroet. The keeper will board dogs
- - C- I 1. 1 il .',,1 Tkun
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they bavo a eporting depot, whore the proprietoremploys mco expressly to catch rats
for tho riDg and dugs. Not less than threo
thousand have been obtained from the Aster,
three thousand from the St. Nicholas, in.
The New York tax levy for 1859, will

amount to nearly eight millions of dollars .
Ilere are tho prinoipal items..A million for
the polioe, a million for watertight hundred
thousand for the poor, a million and a quar|tor for the schools, a million and a half for
streets, half a million for light, thirteen hun-
drod thousand for the State, six hundred thou-
sand for salaries.

Robert M. Riddle, esq., for many years the
ablo at>l popular editor of tho Pittsburgh
Commercial Journal, died on last Sa'urday
morning, after an illness which has n filiated
him for a lea6t seven or eight years, llo
was a son of the late Judge Riddle, at ono
time a politician of note in Western Penney!-
vania, and a brother of Jaoies Riddle esq., of
Philadelphia.
A suit has been brought against Comrnodoro

Paulding, by McDonald, one of the filibustersbrought home with Walker. Tho U. S.

Attorney at New York, deolines to defend
Paulding in this suit, and the old Commodore
asks the Navy Department to relievo him
from the expense of defending himself for his
official act. If the Department declines, he
will appeal to Congress.
The Commissioner of Pensions has received

information of the arrest of Willis N. Arnold
of Henderson county, and of Henry Wright,
of Lexington, in Tennessee, for frauds committedby them ur.der the bounty-land laws.
The latter, after his arrest, became, or feignedto have beo >me insane, and is now under-
going a preliminary modicai examination.

Tlio (Jatoetin iron works, together with
7,000 acres of land thereto belonging, in
Frederick county, Md., have been sold to

John Kunkel, esq, for $51.0iH). Jn the
same county, the "Home Farm," of 2.^0
acres, belonging to tho late James Kinna,
has been sold to Capt. 1). K oiler and Geo.
W. Summers, at $55 per acre.

From a recent trial we learn that a new

woman's profession is known in Kuglaud.
that of a "face painter," or "ladies dee, ra-

tor." The mistress of this art attends ladies'
win go to balls, kc., beautifies their complex-
ioD, and arranges their teeth, besides dress-
ing their hair, and attending to the making
up of their persons generally.
The Boston (Mass.,) Advertiser says that

the lion. Stephen SJisbury, of Worcester,
has given to the corporation of Harvard Col
lege $5,000, wi'h tho understanding that the
income from its investment shall be expended
for tho enlargement of the department of
Classical Literature. (

A man killed bis father, in Litchfield,
Connecticut, last week. It was another
"Uouldy" case.

'I'lie CciiHUli !

It will devolve upon the presont Congress
to provide the means and to make the ari

raDgomcnts for takiug the next census of (

the United Staes. The New York Pest remarks:.
' This is a more important duty than it is

apt to bo regarded; for the census, coropri- .

6ing more than a mere enumeration u! the j
people, includes be-ides, the collection of a

largo variety of important statistics en a

great many different subject". ,

"If wo remember rightly, when tho last '

census was made, a great many complaints
were uttered as to the ignorance and ineffi- 1

ciency of tho persons appointed to this task "

The Post complains of the time occupied, '

and says-.
"In Croat Britain the foots of the census I

arc gathered in a single day, while they are c

arranged within the year; and we sec no

reason why tho samo thing could not be ac- 1

complisbcd in the United States. It is true 1

that Great Britain is a more compact uation 1

than this, but that obstacle may be overeomo £

by increasing the number of census-takers.
Instead of the furtv lire marshals and their
three thousand subordinate, employ a chief
for every county in every State, with a? nn-

ny subordinates in every township r.s may be
needed. Instead of twenty clerks at Wa^b,ington, employ a hundred aud twenty-three. 1

It will cost no more to engage a large num-

ber of n en for a short tirao than it docs to
Iengege a small number for a long time.

"It the law ol 1850 is to bo taken, then,
by Congress, as the bftMS for the next census,
we hope that it will bo amend-d in several
respects, and we particularly Inp? that more

attention will be given by the Secretary ol
the Interior to the selection of the executive
agents."

Kallrond Land Ursnti.

The report of the Secretary of the Interior
and that of the Commissioner of the Land
Office,give s.mo facts, in relation to the grants
ol larnh for railroad purposes, which Ccngtess
has made so freely for the last few years,.
Frr ni these rep rts, it appears that the thirty-
fourth Congress made lard grants to eight
different Sutc9, to aid in the construction of
railroads, of which the aggregate length is
nearly 4630 miles. Tho grants were d'sItributed am^ng these States :n the roanLer

shown by the following table: .
Mies. Acre«.

i Iowa163 2,478.3*21
Alabama 4*"8 1.I41.*1»7
Florida 547.1 l..;74 165 !
Louisiana 4<'3 1,017,670
Wisconsin 662 2.225.U00
Michigan, 7l*-i 1.210,0"
Mississippi 1 lo vuo,73l
Minnesota 45a 1.4 tO.OO'J

1 I 4.64'.*i 11,775.4*4
Maoy of the road*. fir which these grants

t "l.tnlnn.l or« rmf ve? bailr. and
Utt>e UCCU uuiaiuiu, J

enany arc not even located. To atf.-r J a reas

onablo opportunity however for the State's to

tike the necessary treasures, ti e g .vernraer.t

ha* withdrawn fruui the market ih.eO lands,
which it is supposed will fall within fifteen
niilc9 of each proposed route, and this suspensionwill continue until 6> me dt finite action
is takeD by the States. Iowa, Florida, and
Wisconsin are the oqIj State* which bavo
located all the routes which are to have tho
hcUcfit of these graute.- RjsU'H Ait '

Miltjii win "MTI ra> -JI

EKTISEK.-becem
From WanliluKinn.

Washington, Dec. 21..The form of tho
pension bill agreed upoo by tbe House to-day,
proposes to give £% por annum to those who
were in actual battle, without regard to the
period o f service, and includes within its j r ovisionstbe regular army, State and Territorialtroops, voluuteers or militia, together
with the marine corps. The pensions are securedagainst attachments for debt.

Tu- ft.r
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restoration to the active li-t in the navy, the
nanus of about 35 of the GO gentlemen whoso
cases were investigated by the naval courts
of inquiry. Commodore Stewart's would
have been among the number it not for the
fact that ho did not appeal to those tribunals.
Hot the President has intimated that it would
atLrd him pleasure if Congress shall provide
for his restoration to the active list by special
law.
A letter received here from a commercial

bouse in Tampico states that the arrangementsbetween the Spanish fleet auJ the Governorof the city, for the settlement of their
difficulties, have broken eff, and that two

Spanish steamers were now blockading that
harbor. A Spanish force was daily expected
to land at Tampico and take possession of the
city. [The difficulty between Spaiu and
Mexico, is, wo believe, by this time, 6ottled.]
A resolution was carried through the llousu

yesterday instructing the Committeo of Ways
and Mcaus to prepare and report a bill lor
taking the oightb census. This proper precaution,it is to be hoped, will ensure the executionof this important work in a completo
and satisfactory manner, and save the countryfrom the humiliating exhibition presentedin the last bungling record of statistics.
Mr. Uallas has signified an intention to

return h( me in the spring, but without committingbimselt to any obligation in bis officialcorrespondence. When the time rolls
round tic may change bis mind, as bo has done
before. Mr. lleed, our Minister to China, is
Da bis way home, and would be quite willing
to succeed Mr. DallaH, if acceptable to tho
Administration. lJut tbe Preeidont bas not
encouraged this idea, and will bardly pile
bis honors upon one head. Mr. Clancy Jones
intends sailing for Havre on the Sib ot January,and will be precedod a lew days by
Mr. Preston on his way to Spain, and by Mr
Ward, of Georgia, who will take tho overland
routo for CbiDa.

Mr. Douglas' friends deny that bo has withdrawnas a candidate for tho Presidency..
And all tbe indications authorise the belief
that at no former time were tbey more zealousin bis behalf, though bo has been virtuallyshelved as a leader here by tbe orthodox
Democracy, and is doomed to a similar fate
at Charleston, in 1800.

Telegrnplilc L>e»pnltlic».
New York, Doc. 21..The steamer Black

Warrior, from Ilavannu, with dated to tbo
10th, arrived here tbi« eveoing. Senator
Douglas who was a passenger from New Orleans,stooped at Havana.
The Spanish and Mexican imbroglio is

settled..(Jarez having refunded all the moneysobained from Spanish subjects as forced
ievie°, and the presoDt government of Mexicohaving ncccd'.d to all the Spanish demands.

Sugars at HavAna were tirm and prices
unchanged. Molasses, now clayed, on the
coast, 4 reals; Muscovado 5 reals. Exchange
unaltered. Freights dull.

Ai.iianv, Dec. 21..The Doard of State
Canvassers discovcrtd this afternoon that in
scvoral districts the Representatives in Congressare illegally returned as members of
Congress, which makes it probable that soveralof the districts will be declared vacant,
including the 3d, 4».b, Gth, 7th, 8:h, and 23J
districts. There is nothing certain known, us

pet, however.
Cincinnati, Dec. 2U..On Saturday night

a fire broke out in a building occupied by
Messrs. Breed, Bar6tow J: Co , which was

destroy e«i, as well as a storo of Crane, Breed
& Co., manufacturers of metallic burial casoj,on .Sycamore street. The former's lo-s

tr Di $3,000 to $5,000, on which there is
S2 000 insurance: the loss of tt.o latur ii
i 15,000, of which .}9,00u v.as insured. The
adjoining stores of George ^billets and Geo.
Ilamshaw were also considerably damaged.
L iivei.i,, Mass., Dec. 2U..A serious explosionof gas occurred iu the picker room

of the Massachusetts Mills this morning, ir»tantlykilling two men, Irish operatives, and
badly injuring two others. Too walls were

partially blown outward, and the waste
Mttun taking Gre considerable damage was

i mo to the building.
Pitt-iii"rc. Dee. 21..The chess gimo be*

;ween Mr. Paulsen, blindfolded, und the
members of the Putnburg chess cluf>, re(ultxlin Mr. Paulsen w inning six and losing
cur games.

"A Coiifnl>,"

.Senator Douglas, in l.is recent spc cli at
Sow Orleans, epoko in etioog ti ruis again-t
he Clayton Buiwer treaty, and related a eunrcreutionthat once took place between Mr.
Lluiwcr and himself,on the subject of the Cea:ralAmerican treaty:.
"Mr. Bulwer said be thought the treaty n

jocd one, because it was reciprocal; the two

lontracting countries had njual privileges..
1 mrrr. i? "

. lij Mr. DoiiiPa-'. "toconsider the
renty n good one, it 1 could have a little
intendment added Co it. 'What is that?' ask;dMr. Cuhver. 'Why,' said I, 'tho treaty
secures equal rights to Groot Britain and the
United States in Crntial Amcr'ci, und after
Centra! America, I would have inserted the
words 'and Asia.' 'But' said he, 'you have
so intcrc-t in A-ia.' Said 1, 'you have none

in Central America.' 'But,' says ho again,
you have no right in Asia.' 'Very well,' 1
replied, 'and we d >n't mean that Great Britainshall ever establish any right iu Central
America."
A Movstkois Gouu.vaxd.Altred Corhyn a

r.egro, hailing troin New Condon, Connecticut,
performed the wonderful teat ot eating tinf
ieznn tallow candles, live pounds ot silt poik,
i shilling loat ot bread, and then six allow <1 j

pint ot 1 .mp oil and whiskey. The atlair came
i>tf in the Five Points on TLursday, in the pre
-nee ol several hundred ti.iev. -, loalers, Am.

The feat was performed for a wag' r ot litteen
I illars, out of which toe s'akeho'ders ch».a'ed
the negro. In a .-hort while alter the groceries
in question had been disposed ot. Corbyn be
came quite ill. ar.d was com pel Vd to stretch
tiiin-p.'t on" on the sidewalk, where he was found
by nftieer C'arr and conveyed to the station-house,
where police surgeon Waterman was calied to
attend him. By m-ars ot a powerful emetic.
Corbyn was induced to part xxitu his cat.dies,
but he positively retused to surrendor the oti.tr
letreshments. which he had taken in Lis sto
marh. Alter reviving. Corbyn said the bad
liquor he had taken piod ceil intoxication, ! -it
ti;i*. tii- other "solids did nor in tr:- least dis
t .rb him. \ esteniay morning, the gorrnandiser
was taken beiore Justice Connelly and committedto the Tombs lor ten days, on a charge ot

intoxication. Notwitfcs\:i. in g trie highly improbabler.atuic ol this story, toe police and oth-
eis voutii tor its truth as a tact beyond dispute,
the teat having been witnessed by several person*.Corby n row teela <jui*e well, arid charges
that his |:es- nt imprisonment is owing entirely
to that "Five Point Poison" wui'tii he in.bibtd.
He as^cits with tr.uch assurance his ability to
devour au entire raw sheep and a wioiebox of
candles at one meal, without feeling the least
inconvenience...V, J* Urmia.

J i w BARRELS FATF.NT CUT LOAF .vl'J.I/ OAR. leceivt d this day. and lor sal" by
de< t .'. E. DOUGLASS.

|/>AA LBS. FRLME B I C K W H E A 1
J I )lJ\J FLOUR, ieceived and lor sale bydeclo DAW V HARMON.
/«/\ BARRELS GAMBRILL'S FAMILY' )\ F FLOUR, thin <Uv receive*!,an<l tor sale by

.lr la koBINSON \ HAWK.

[IxFlt 23, 1858.
'I'lie State Penitentiary In Virginia.
The Penitentiary of Virginia was opened

as one of our peculiar institutions, in April
1800. From that period up to last September,2,057 white persona have been incarceratedtherein, of whom only 48 were women!Also there were 873 free negroes sent

there, of whom 'J3 were females. Tho aggregateduring 48 years unuuots to 3,578
prisoners. Of these within tbo above period
502 received pardoD; 590 died in prisoD; 17
escaped, and 2,052 were discharged. Wo do
net inciudo io these figures 6Cin?30 negroei
sent there previous to being transported accordingto senteoco.
On the 1st of January, 1801, there were

I ,-vr.lu l'j nris,->ni>rd in thn Penitentiary: on 1st
Januiry, 1808, there were 1-4 prisoners; in
January 1822, there were 209 convicts tbere,
and tlio number received during the 12
months was 103; in January, 1852, there
were 203 prisoners, and up to the present the
annual list has been increasing, so that now

there is evident necessity for an enlargement
of the institution.
The bill for simply transporting convicts to

the Penitentiary the last fiscal year, amountedto S10.8G4 UG!
l'ho fiscal year in the Penitentiary managementended on the 30th of September

last, during which period the average numberof coovicts in that prison was 309, i. o.,
for tbo first eight months 331 convicts and
thrco transports. On the 1st of Octobor,
1857, there were in tho Ponitentiary 220
white persons of whom two were vrcmen; 93
wero free negroes, of whom nino were wouieo.

During tbo fiscal year 111 white men and 4
white w men wero received there, and 27 free
negroes, of whom two only wore females,
making in all 144 free persons, a number
much larger tbau ever bofure received in one

year. Uut of these, 24 white meD, one white
woman and one colored uian wore pardoned,
and eight white men died, also two colored
men, and one negro man was shot for resistingauthority on the Nor'h Kiver Canal.
Among the discharged during this year

were 49 white men, 12 colored men, 5 colored
women and I white woman.in all, 67..
Three escaped from tbo penitentiary. This
left in tho penitentiary and on the public
works on the 1st of October lust, 251 white
persuns and 100 free colored persons, (4 of
the former and 5 of the latter being women,)
in ail, 351 prisoners. Besides these there
wore 18 rlivcsio prison. At that date 11
free negroes and 4 slaves were in possession
of X. li. French, for publio works, and 09
free negroes and 11 slaves in the bands of tbe
James Kiver aDd Kanawha Company.

During the last fiscal year 144 persons
were received into the Peuiceutiary, of whom
20 were convicted of murder and voluntary
manslaughter; 27 for malicious stabbing and
shootiug, showing an uncommon increase in
this fearful lineot crime. For grand larceny
37; for abducting and helping off slaves 6;
burglary aDd store breaking 10; forgery 5;
dealing and passing counterfeit money 10;
rape 4; horso stealing 3. Of this number 30
arc for 1 year, 20 for 2 years, 23 for 3 years,
IS for 5 years, 5 for 10 years, 9 for 18 years,
1 lor 20 years, 1 for 25 years and I for 40
years, with (thers for intermediate terms.

Of the 351 persons in prison, 73 are sentencedfor murder and 37 for cutting, Ac.,
with intent to kill, miking 33.*. per cent, on

the whole number seutuncod for offences
against lit.'!
The ages of the convicts are as follows:.

males, (rem 12 to 14 years, 1; from 15 to 20,
38; from 20 to 25, 81; from 25 to 30, 63;
fr ;m 30 to 35, 55: from 35 to 40, 34; from
40 to 50. .".'J; from 50 to 60, 17; frcm 60 to
80, 9.total 340. Females from 10 to 20, 3;
from 20 to 30, 4; from 30 to 50, 5.total 11.
'I'. -:- -I ~r .r.ll«=,c. V,-_
jl licil piiiucn w| UUIITUJ AIU oo ivuvno. » it

ginia -49, (94 colored:) Maryland 13; Ohio
5: Pennsylvania 9; New York 5; North Carolina11; New Jersey 3; Kentucky 3; South
Carolina 1; Delaware'-?; Tennessee, 2; Massachusetts2; Michigan 1; Alabama 2; Connectcut 1; tJeorgia 1; Ireland 19;(J:rmany 7;
England 4: Scotland 1; Italy 3; Prussia 1;
France 2; Belgium 1; Canada 1; SaxoDy 1;
at sea 1.
Daring tho last year the balance against

t!.o Penitentiary in the manufacturing account.with the agent's commissions, am juntelto So,CIS £3. It appeurs that the manufacturesin this institution were somewhat
reduced by the employment of numbers of
the negro convicts outside of the prison, on

public work*; apian which has been found
very expedient and practicable, in aD eminent
degree, for the benefit of the Stato.
Tho labor in the Penitentiary is divided

into fuitr separate wards. In ward No. I will
be f uud slue and harness makers and tailors;in ward No. 2 aro the blacksmiths and
axe mukcrs; in ward No. 3 aro the weavers,
and in ward No. 4 are the wheelwrights and
«vrpenters. Thus, every prisoner is set ben
eiicially to work in some department, accordantwith his trade, profession, or genius. The
balances of tbo annual accounts of each
ward, together with the production of tho
garden, make the whole amount earned duringthe year equal to £25,199 53, or about aD

average amount of £Nl 55 for tho year by
each convict in tho Penitentiary, which, as

Co!. Morgan says, is "more than is usual in
m my of the modern-l uilt Penitentiaries, but
much less than ought to be earned under a

proper system of criminal law, and an improvedc r.diiiou of tho \ rison.".Rick, iwig
Hcntisi; with Ahtim.bky..Albert Pike went

out recently with Major Hector, Indian Superintendent.to in the payment ol the Indian
annuities among the tribes west of Arkansas.
X i-.irr.--ti.i- ..lent hi" trie Curt Smith Herald, wri-
ting from the Creek Agency, describes Col.
l'ike's method of hunting the grouse or pairie
hen:
Knowing how wild they are, he came preparedto outwit them. He hunts with a pice of

artillery, a six pounder. This he hauls out on

the prairie, and when he discovers a flock, he
unliuibers, sights the gun and touches her off
H" rarely rr:i«--es. It is very exciting to see a

gnai-.e fluttering with broken wing- among
twice as many itead ones, and the captain chasingti.«i/i around and catching them. His usual
charge is about a pound ol powder, and a quarter0' a bag of turkey or swan shot. He general;/-loutsat about 'kU'J yard-. He killed, in
Joi.ii hell's li-tld, below h-ie, the other day, 3b
g.ouse at a s.iigla lire. Major Rector, who accompaniedhim, thinks that ue must have cripped 1that got oil among the corn stalks
and cockle Lurrs.

A Max-Woman.A young man named James
Wright was arie-ted by Lieut. Bernard, in Cincinnati.Ohloon the charge of disorderly conduct,
j: seems that lie is in the habit of passing hims"lioff as a woman dressed in men's clothes..
He has a prolusion ol lorg, black hair, which
he arranges «o a» to look iia»- iadits' hair turned
under He 'hen paints his cheeks and lips, arrarges his collar and hosom in a suspicious
mariner, and starts out.
He n is be?n lollowing this {ractice for several

years and has obtained a gait which would be
readily taken for that ol a lady. Thus pquippeJ,
ne will enter a drinking -iloon.act in a manner
to attract attention, ar.d 'he suspicion will be
i-ad 1} excited that he is a woman in m>le at-
tlir rui 5' \~i«si f*Ydiiii^M \rd*%\ ne KM* dUiaClrdtruth at'ei.'ion in the vicinity of ilie Nation.al Theatre. He even deceived sorrc of the
policemen. who arrested him a night or two ago
toi a iemale, and afterwards discharged him.

I iOK. SALE.The tract of land, known aa
THE ML'SH I'OT," belonging to A. W.

.McDonald, e-.j containing T<j ACRES, on the
old Lensbiirg Road, adjoining the Corporation
of Alexandria.

It not sold before the firsr day of January
next, it wili be rented for the ensuing year. If
rented,security u.il be required.
dec 2.dtJanl JOHN MARSHALL

1 1/ 1 LBS. FRESH GOSHEN,GLADESI J,\ M J and ROLL BETTER, received and
lot sale by |dec I e.J I»A \ Y \ HARMON

_____

Letter from Mlridleburtf.
Correspondence of the Alexandria (i iz< /! .

Middi.euckg, Tuesday morning, 1 >ec. 'Jl..
Union I'ravek Meeting..Geo. A. Kogcra
conducted our Union 1'rijcr Meeting n Inst
Sabbath eveniug. In some well-timed, a;
propriate, and practic»l remarks, lie proon|
ted the subject of religion to the meeting.
A fresh impulse seems to bo manifest in
these meetings, since the laity h ive united
in taking a prominent place in the services,
Tuia ia evidenced in the increased ait«.n-
dance, as well as the earnest atteotion, to the
procoediogs.
Temperance..The Rev. Mr. Fletcher, in

conformity with instructions contained in
resolutions, passed at tho last meeting of the
Synod, preached upon tho subject of Tcm,porance, on last Sunday night, in the Censeitery Church. The lie v. gentleman pre.-entedthe euljeot in a very clear and lorcbie
style, portraying in their true colors the
growing evils ct intemperance, atd urgrl
the taking of sotuo d.finite step for the purposeof arresting the onward march of this
ruinous vice. It is hoped that the rem arks
of the gentleman will have the effect u! influencingthe example of pareuts and others
as well as result in tho establishment ot a

Temperance Society, or a Division of the
Sons of Temperance, in this place.
Baptist Chi rcu..Toe Rev. I>r. Haynes,

of Berryville, Clarke County, has received
and accepted a call from the Baptist Chuteh
of this place. Ho onters upon his past rat-j
bore early in ucxt month.
Missionary Sermon..The Rev. S. S. lb-

rel will preach a Missionary sermon in tbo
Methodist E. Church, on Christinas day, ut
11 o'clock.
Middlkburo Lyceum..This institution

still continues to add to its membership
Last night, the subject und t discussion
"Were the Crusades beneficial?" was warmly
debated, and decided in favor oi the negi
tive. J. M. McVeigh delivered awclldigitedessay upon the "Follies of American
Society," a copy of which 1 send you, unifiedthat you, us well as your readers, would
like to seo it.
The Supper.."The Mite Society" are

making ample arrangements for the Supper
on the 24th instant.Surely, this Society
will moet with cnoouragement.

[Communicated,
I have been realing in the Democratic

newspapers, recently, frequent paragraph-,
similar to one referred to in the G tzette a

few days ago, about tbo squabbles in New
v._L LaUA^ An.i ,r ii I
1UK~& tiUJUU£ mu uuit-o-uuiuum, ami ui n.o

meddling of the President of the I nitej
States in theeo affairs; al60, about bis e|
pointments and removals in Illinois, with
the view of punishing Douglas's frieuJ-, .to ,

<&e. Is it not sickening to any one, burn/
a recollection of the dignity which hero;
fore characterized the occupants of his cxt

tod post ? Only imagine, or try to im i^io
such conduct ou the part of General Wa-h
ington, or any of his successors, except in,'
the two last! The very thought i- mi pi u«

llow have we fallen! It is worthy of ro
mark, too, that the papers referred to, never

utter a syllable of rebuke of then" pr-cecJ
ings. SK NK \.

MA lilt 11CI).
On the S th of Decernher, by the R»-v. v

Ramsay, .Mr. ORVll.l.K IKY L\l», Clerk '

Superior Court of NeUon county, to .Mi - ANN
E. FOSTER, (laughter ot Charles I., Jui>.esq.,of Lynchburg.

DIEl),
At the residence of her son, Jonathan P

in Spotsylvania county, .Mrs. ELIZABETH
SOUTHARD, aged between ninety and on* I.
dred years.

At hiu ruciiterirp in Ealitiniilh St.illiinl Co

ty, on Wednesday, December Mh. 01 consult

tion, Mr. JEFFKRSON COWNK, in his 0.

year.

rpHK Commissioned (Itficrsot the 1" >th i>
£ giment.tith Brigade, 2d division, ol Vngn

Militia, will meet at the Court House, on J
day, the 23d day of December, l>-r/?n a! lo
clock, for ihe purpose ol electing a Colo
Lieutenant Colonel, First and Second Maj-o
It is important that there should be a f. at dance.By order

KOBKRT BROCKK I T. ,
EDWARD B POWELL. ' r:

WM. B. PRICE. ) W0K"''

dec 20.d4t [Sent ]
OT1CE.Proposals are hereby invited
re-paving King street, trorn the too: tr

ot to the western line ol the corporation an

connection therewith for grading bitwen '

wharf and a point mid-way between Fan:
and Koyal streets. Bids will be receive.I
re-paving according to piesent plan ol tl.est
without disturbing the gutters ir.on ti.ui. u

be necessary, anil aUo lor a reduced uidtn
cariiage-way o! thirty-lour lert with an a

tion of four feet to the loot-way on each iAllmaterials to be turnished by the contra*
For plans and specifications, bidd»rs are refer
to Mr. John T. Armstrong, one of the con j
mittee, who will furnish all information t

may be desired. All oids to b-' sent thru -
9

the Post oflice, on or before the luth Januai I
ensuing, sealed ai.d addressed to the ( ouw ]
tee on Streets." JAMES !i. Urill'

dec 14. 3taw3w Chairm-i'

\TEGROKS FOR HIRE.FIVK WOMEN
and GIRLS, and TWO ROVv Amw

the women are Cooks and House Servant*
Apply, personally, to the undersigned on M
day and Tuesday, the 27 th and 2rtth of P-f
ber, at Mount Vernon, where the negroe-

beseen and examined
JOHN A. WASHINGTON

Mount Vernon, dec 21.dlw
Hank of tiik Old Dominion, i

Alexandria. Dec. 22, is'ih. *

ON SATURDAY, the 2.1th inat. (Cbii'"<
day,) this Hank will he closed. N

maturing at that time are required to be a

td to on the 24th inst. Hy order
dec 22.3t J AS. Mi a F.N/.I F P

SERVANTS WANTED.-1 wish to en

tor the ensuing year, aeven ini.le >

VANTS for trie Dining Room, an 1 !« r

SERVANTS, two for CHAMBER V.\E'S
two WASHERWOMEN, tor which a Ik
price will be paid. Address

SAMUEL HEFLEBOWF1
nov 17.rt' City Hotel A
VI HTl'I) VIII I L'llU V l I ! ' W I

1 11.1.

to remove from this city, I oli-i
my interest in theSTEAM I'LASI r.ii
in Alexandria, now carried on l>> V.' \

The Mill is in good order and its lixtnr
plete. For further particulars, apply to <

dresa CHARLES J. WN
dec 1 1.«Itf A lex.ill'J'

AmL FOR RE.NT.The large
iiiiAbrick DWELLING, on Ca.rr.ei- :

between Fairfax and Water streets. 1
aforesaid is in excellent onlrr. furr.i'Waterand Gas. For terms, and turt

ulars, apply at FRENCH'S Book and !' n

Depot, 104 King street. dec

riiEACHER..A young lady, ue'i
_J_ to teach all the English brai.cheasituation as GOVERNESS in a priiai*
or an assistant teacher in a school. A

N. E. D., box 111, Washington 1 '

Washington, dec 11.eo'.'w *

1ARESH ROLL BUTTER
Butter, fresh and nice, receiv.

and for sale by GARKE'i
dec lb I 4 / rv h

TAR..60 bbla Tar, in pi. i J
Iroro Schr. Chari'y, Irom Plymrtu*n 9

I lor sale by [dee IhJ WHEAI * I

j 1A BARRELS TANNERS AM' s;! j
J _i \ / OH., for lain by ]

J*c 16 KINCHKI.OK ' jI


